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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to: (1) study the role of community leaders in
preventing vote buying; (2) study the problems and obstacles faced by community leaders in
fulfilling that role; and (3) form recommendations on how community leaders can better
fulfill their role of preventing vote buying.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population, chosen through purposive
sampling, consisted of 22 key informants who were Village Public Health Volunteers, Civil
Defense  Volunteers, kumnan, village headmen, and community leaders who attended
training organized by the Election Commission. Data were collected using an interview form
and participatory observation form. Data were analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that (1) The roles of community leaders in preventing vote
buying included cooperating with political activities and anti-vote buying campaigns,
providing education through public relations, controlling or opposing elections, elections, and
trying to maintain cooperative peace and co-existence in the society. (2) The main problems
they encountered were misdeeds by local influential people and against vote buying, the lack
of witnesses, the poor state of the economy and the traditional system of mutual obligations
and benefits. (3) The recommendation for improving the situation is to have the Election
Commission, the local administrative organizations and the Community Organization
Council join forces to enforce the “Tambol level and community level plan to prevent vote
buying” form the 2008 Community Organization Council Act and to adapt it to be suitable
for use in the community.
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